CLOSTRIDIUM DIFFICILE CONTAMINATION P3381

OF AUSTRALIAN RETAIL VEGETABLES AND
HOUSEHOLDS

Background

Community-associated Clostridium difficile infection (CA-CDI) has been rising in Australia

for several years. Increasing evidence suggests that the use of animal manure and human | e o o
biosolids and effluents as fertilizer contributes to high prevalence of C. difficile spores in w w w ﬁ&

many community sources including retail root vegetables, gardens and parks. In turn,
household surfaces may become contaminated with C. difficile due to storage and

handling of contaminated vegetables.
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e Cases of CDI in Australia continue to increase

To determine the prevalence and molecular types of C. difficile present on retail
vegetables and households in Queensland (QLD) and Western Australia (WA).
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